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The Federal government's perspective on the national energy problem and t h e  ro l e  of 
the Department of Energy i n  dealing w i t h  the  problem w i l l  be discussed. 
blem is seen as the  increasing U.S. dependence on foreign o i l  t o  meet i ts  energy demands 
and the  resu l tan t  need t o  reduce U.S. l eve ls  of energy imports. 

The basic pro- 

The Federal government, through the  Department of Energy. has th ree  primary too l s  a t  
its disposal t o  accomplish its energy policy objectives:  
ac t ions ,  and support of R6D. 
su i tab le  mix of these three  too ls .  
technology area. 
w i l l  be  discussed. 

tax incentives,  regulatory 
The problem i n  any pa r t i cu la r  s i t ua t ion  is t o  find the  most 

The mix w i l l  be d i f f e ren t  f o r  each program, fue l ,  and 
The va l id  bases f o r  government involvement in RLD i n  various s i t ua t ions  

Spec i f ic  examples from current DOE fue l sp rograaswi l l  be c i t e d  to  show how the  various 
mixes of these too ls  are being applied and what the  appropriate r o l e  is f o r  Federal s u p  
port of MD i n  each case. 
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